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SUBJECT: NORWEGIAN PLUTONIUM AT EUROCHEMIC FACILITY IN BELGIUM 

REF: STATE 447 11 

1 . M. DETILLIEUX, MANAGING DIRECTOR, EUROCHEMIC, HAS CONFIRMED 
THE FACTUAL INFORMATION IN PARAGRAPHS 2, 3, AND 4 OF REFTEL. 

HIS CONFIRMATION OF NUMERICAL QUANTITIES WAS APPROXIMATE. 

2. HE PROVIDED THE FOLLOWING ANSWERS TO QUESTIONS IN PARAGRAPH 5 
REFTEL: 

(A) EUROCHEMIC HAS AN OBLIGATION TO THE BELGIAN GOVERNMENT TO 
REMOVE ALL WASTES FROM THE PAST OPERATION OF THE REPROCESSING 
PLANT. THIS OBLIGATION DOES NOT EXTEND TO THE RECOVERED PLUTONIUM 
STILL ON SITE. NONETHELESS, EUROCHEMIC DESIRES THAT ALL PLUTONIUM 
BE REMOVED SO THAT THE BURDEN OF PHYSICAL PROTECTION AND AC- 
COUNTABILITY CAN BE RELIEVED. EXCEPT FOR ABOUT 4 KILOGRAMS OF 
PLUTONIUM THAT SWITZERLAND HAS AGREED TO REMOVE FOR STORAGE IN 
SWITZERLAND (BUT HAVE NOT YET DONE), THE NORWEGIAN MATERIAL IS 
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THE LAST REMAINING PLUTONIUM AT THE SITE. EUROCHEMIC HAS BEEN 
PRESSURING NORWAY TO TAKE THEIR MATERIAL AWAY. 

(B) THE ONLY OFFER TO TAKE THE MATERIAL THAT EUROCHEMIC IS AWARE 
OF IS FROM STEAG, AN FRG INDUSTRY INVOLVED IN FUEL FABRICATION. 
STEAG HAS OFFERRED TO TAKE THE PLUTONIUM, BUT HAS NOT OFFERRED TO 
PAY ANYTHING FOR IT. THE PURPOSE IS ASSUMED TO BE FOR EXPERIMENT A- 
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TION IN FUEL FABRICATION. 

(C) MR. PETIT ,T ,TF,I IX BELIEVES THAT A POSSIBLE ALTERNATIVE SOLUTION 
WOULD BE TO TRANSFER IT TO BELGONUCLEAIRE FOR STORAGE, BUT HE 
HAS NOT APPROACHED BELGONUCLEAIRE YET SINCE HE IS GIVING NORWAY 
A CHANCE TO DISPOSE OF OR SELL THE MATERIAL. 

3. DETILLIEUX CAUTIONS THAT HE DOES NOT KNOW THE PHYSICAL CONDITION 
OF THE NNORWEGIAN PLUTONIUM WHICH HAS BEEN IN STORAGE FOR OVER 
8 YEARS. HE ALSO POINTS OUT THAT BY NOW THE PLUTONIUM IS NO 
LONGER PURE DUE TO BUILDUP OF AMERICIUM. THE DIFFICULTY OF 
REMOVING THE AMERICIUM IS ONE REASON STEAG HAS NOT BEEN WILLING 
TO PAY FOR THE MATERIAL. HINTON 
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